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In his 1993 annual report, Guatemalan Human Rights Ombudsman Jorge Mario Garcia documented
a dramatic increase in the number of complaints of abuse filed with his office in comparison to 1992.
Garcia presented the 282-page report in a plenary session of Congress on Jan. 25. Garcia said his
office received a total of 13,339 complaints of human rights abuses last year, nearly twice the 6,730
received by the Ombudsman's office in 1992. The abuses ranged from extrajudicial executions to
illegal detentions, forced disappearances, torture, death threats, and abuse of authority.
Among the chief recommendations to improve respect for human rights in the country, Garcia
called on President Ramiro de Leon's administration to disband the Civil Defense Patrols (Patrullas
de Autodefensa Civil, PAC) and to place a high priority on reaching a definitive peace accord in
negotiations with the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Union (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional
Guatemalteca, URNG).
The report includes a list of government officials who either refused to provide information
requested by the Ombudsman's office, or who failed to implement resolutions issued by the office.
The list includes the president of Congress, Jose Lobo, the ministers of Defense, Interior, and
Education, the director of the National Police, the commanders of three army bases, and several
judges.
In the report, Garcia also described a deterioration in the situation of social and economic rights,
including an increase in poverty and problems in access to education. In addition, Garcia says that
during 1993 the government intensified its campaign to intimidate reporters, while repression
against activists and institutions which work to defend human rights continued as in previous years.
Garcia's report constitutes further evidence that a widely hoped for improvement in the human
rights situation under de Leon's administration has not materialized. Such expectations were based
in large measure on the respect de Leon had earned during his tenure as human rights ombudsman,
a post which he left to take over the presidency in June 1993.
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